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LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 
 

Date 
March 15th, 2021 
 

Lesson Title 
What would alien life look like on another planet? 

Grade Level 
1 

Time in Lesson 
40 minutes 
(1:25-2:15) 

Subject 
Interdisciplinary: Social Studies, English Language Arts & 
Science 

Lesson # 
1 
 

Developed by Cassandra Boland 

 

IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS 
 

Learner Outcomes from the Program of Studies 
What are the SPECIFIC outcomes to be addressed in this lesson? 

 

• ELA: General Outcome 1.1  
o Discover & Explore: Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences.  

• Science: Topic C  
o Sky Science 9. Recognize that the other eight known planets, which revolve around the Sun, have characteristics and surface conditions 

that are different from Earth; and identify examples of those differences.  
o Sky Science 12. Understand that Earth, the Sun and the Moon are part of a solar system that occupies only a tiny part of the known 

universe. 
• Social Studies: General Outcome 1.1  

o My World: Home, School, and Community. The concept of community and how cultures differ from one another.  
o Specific Outcome 1.1.2. value self and others as unique individuals in relation to their world.  

• Physical Education: Body Break.  
o General Outcome B: Students will understand, experience and appreciate the health benefits that result from physical activity.  

 
 

Objective in student-friendly language 
What will students understand/experience/appreciate as a result of this 

lesson? 
 

Assessment Strategies 
What will I accept as evidence of learning/development? Have I employed 
formative assessment? Do I make use of prior assessments in this lesson? 

By the end of this lesson students will understand the differences of 
planets and how Earth supports diverse life. They will inquire how life 
may exist on other planets in different solar systems. They will 
appreciate the creative exploration of expressing how aliens may live 
elsewhere and invent characteristics for them. Students will additionally 
enhance their knowledge of writing and expression of ideas through 
illustration and print forms of communication.  

Students will demonstrate their evidence of learning and development 
through group discussions, giving a thumbs-up/down when new 
information is presented and be able to share questions and comments 
throughout the lesson. Students’ work will be collected at the end of the 
lesson for summative assessment, and they will be provided feedback in 
order to help them improve and continue to grow their understanding. 
Prior assessments will be made by recapping our Integrated Studies 
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lesson on space, where students were introduced to the concept of 
UFO’s, and Social Studies, where students learned about diversity and 
the importance of differing cultures.  
 

 

Resources 
What materials/resources/technology will be required? 

 

Personalization/Differentiation 
How will you attend to the needs of ALL learners in this lesson? 

• “I’m from Outer Space! Meet an Alien” by Lisa Bullard: 
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/9689 

• http://www.seasky.org/solar-system/solar-system.html 

• Body Break: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKufuMHaCWI 

• Google Slides with starter questions 

• Learning Screen 

• Laptop 

• Half lined paper 

• Pencil 

• Eraser 

• Colouring pencils/crayons 
 
 
 

I will personalize each student’s learning through these ways...  

• Observe students and support them individually in relation to 
their IPP goals.  

• Create a positive classroom environment that supports 1:1 
support, question periods, peer engagement and respectful open 
conversation.  

• Invite students into the lesson and follow COVID protocols by 
walking around the class to showcase changes during the science 
experiment and reduce feelings of disconnect.  

I will differentiate groups of students’ learning through these ways...  

• Provide varying writing expectations for each student based on 
their literacy level.  

• Allow students to document their observations through written 
and illustrated mediums. 

• Understand that each student may interact during discussion 
periods in varying ways and ensure that all students are heard.  

 
 

LESSON PLAN SEQUENCE 
 

Introduction 
How will you ACTIVATE prior knowledge and ENGAGE them in the lesson and how does this lesson connect to prior lessons? 

 

Activate Prior Knowledge: Initiate lesson with a recap of what we learned last week in our Integrated Studies space lesson (planets, UFO’s, and life 
on Earth). Draw connections to importance vocabulary words in Social Studies: culture, traditions and diversity. 
 

https://www.getepic.com/app/read/9689
http://www.seasky.org/solar-system/solar-system.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKufuMHaCWI
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Hook: Read the Epic! book on the learning screen, “I’m from Outer Space! Meet an Alien” by Lisa Bullard to inspire students about what types of 
aliens may exist.  
 
Engage: Introduce concept of different cultures, traditions and creatures on our Earth. What forms of life might exist in other solar systems? 
Students will write a short paragraph about their alien and illustrate the alien on its planet. Students can describe their alien from a list of starter 
questions:  

• What is your alien’s name? What does your alien look like? What planet does it live on? What sort of home does it have? What does your 
alien like to do for fun? What does your alien eat? 

 
 

Learning/Activity Sequence   
How will students ENGAGE, EXPLORE, EXPLAIN, ELABORATE, and/or EVALUATE their understandings of the outcomes. 

 
 

What is the TEACHER doing? What is your plan for the body of 
the lesson?  What steps are taken during the lesson? 
 

What are the STUDENTS doing?  How are they engaged while 
you are teaching the lesson? 

Approx. time 

Body Break: Since we’re transitioning from a longer Social 
Studies lesson with presentations, start of with a quick space-
themed body break.  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKufuMHaCWI 

Students will follow along with the body break.  3 minutes 

Connect to Prior Learning: Last week we learned about space, 
UFO’s, life on Earth and what it means to be a part of a diverse 
culture with differing traditions and lifestyles. Today, we are 
going to creatively write about our very own alien lifeform to 
further our knowledge in a fun and creative way!  

Students will make connections to prior learning and partake in 
a discussion about what they learned to recap understanding 
for other students.  

3 minutes 

Hook: We are going to read a book on the learning screen to 
give us an idea about what an alien may look/act like. At the end 
of the reading, we will come up with our very own alien 
character! 

• “I’m from Outer Space! Meet an Alien” by Lisa Bullard: 
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/9689 

Students will listen to the reading.   5 minutes 

Engage/Explore We are now going to come up with our aliens. 
We will share our alien through written and illustrative forms on 
half lined paper. Share Google Slides on learning screen with 
below questions. 

• What is your alien’s name?  

• What does your alien look like?  

Students will be able to use the list of questions to inspire their 
alien character. Students will write and illustrate their alien.  

20 minutes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKufuMHaCWI
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/9689
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• What planet does it live on?  

• What sort of home does it have?  

• What does your alien like to do for fun?  

• What does your alien eat? 
Ask students if they have any questions before they begin the 
activity.  

Elaborate: Be available to answer questions throughout the 
writing period. Encourage students to use their inventive 
spelling. Share some ideas about student’s aliens to the class to 
provide examples for others.   

Students will finish their activity sheet and share their creations 
with others. 

5 minutes 

Evaluate: Formatively assess students throughout the writing 
process. Scaffold learning so they can comfortably challenge 
themselves to be creative and write using their inventive 
spelling. Collect their work at the end of the lesson for 
summative assessment.  
 
Exit: Ask students if they enjoyed the activity (thumbs 
up/middle/down). Ask them to expand on why they enjoyed or 
potentially disliked the activity for future improvement.  

Students will give a thumbs up or down at the end of the lesson 
to share if they enjoyed and understood today’s lesson. 

10 minutes 

 

Conclusion 
How will you ensure students walk away with a sense of understanding the PURPOSE of the lesson and its IMPORTANCE to their learning? 

 

How will you organize so that students can individually and collectively answer the EQ for this lesson?  

• Each student will be provided an opportunity to be heard and share questions in a safe and open classroom environment.  
• Each student will complete their own creative writing submission and illustration, thereby making their own connections to the purpose of 

POS outcomes.   
• Each student will be able to share their developing knowledge of real-world concepts in relation to Sky Science outcomes, Social Studies My 

World objectives and Language Arts Discover & Explore expressive topics.  
• Each student will draw upon previous knowledge of culture, diversity and space in relation to their world and beyond.  
• Each student will continue to appreciate the importance of building their communication skills and working through any doubts of sharing 

their developing knowledge (due to challenges with perfectionism and fears to make mistakes) by learning how everyone is diverse 
(including their unique aliens)! 

How will you organize so that students can show their learning? 
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• Students will be asked to share with the class definitions and knowledge gained from previous lessons to help remind others about 
important topics and connections.  

• Students will be asked to give a thumbs up/down for formative check-in’s during the lesson. 

• Students will complete the activity for summative assessment in relation to POS objectives.  

 
 
 

PRE-SERVICE TEACHER SELF-REFLECTION  
 

• How do you feel your students experienced this lesson?   
• How were they able to make explicit and self-evaluate their growing understanding, skills and/or knowledge?   
• How did you employ formative assessment for/of/as learning?   
• Were you successful in reaching all students?  How do you know? How did you accommodate for diverse learners and those 

requiring accommodations? 
• Were there opportunities to address Indigenous, multicultural and interdisciplinary activities and knowledge? 
• What went well and what needs refinement?  What might you do differently next time? 
 

• How do you feel your students experienced this lesson?   
Leading up to Spring Break and experiencing warmer weather, students are showcasing some “spring fever” behaviours, but have also 
been really demonstrating their ability to push through the afternoon to participate in learning. Students were excited to create their own 
aliens, but some may have needed an example to help them get their creative juices flowing. After having a few minutes to think, they were 
able to produce some creative work and asked to finish their journal entries in their ‘ketchup’ time at the end of the day.  

• How did you employ formative assessment for/of/as learning?   
Discussions and observations were completed throughout the activity to allow for formative assessment. A recap of prior knowledge 
allowed for students to be prepared for the prior lesson and participate in expanding upon their knowledge. Seeing as the timing of the 
lesson was relatively brief, there was not enough time for summative assessment. I am, however, assessing using First Steps approached to 
assessment and students are all at a transitional writing level.  

• Were you successful in reaching all students?  How do you know? How did you accommodate for diverse learners and those 
requiring accommodations? Once students transitioned into their writing activity some took a bit longer to start than others. I believe I 
could’ve reached these students better by providing an example. If the lesson wasn’t so condensed, I would have arranged a planning 
lesson so we could have all came up with an alien example together. By not providing an example, however, many of the gifted students 
were challenged to use their creativity and inventive spelling. We are starting to transition into less guided writing activities, so  

• Were there opportunities to address Indigenous, multicultural and interdisciplinary activities and knowledge? 
Yes, this lesson incorporated interdisciplinary subject matter for students to interweave various skills and subject matter. If this lesson 
were longer, I could incorporate Indigenous stories about aliens or other beings. This would be something interesting to look into! 

•  
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• What went well and what needs refinement?  What might you do differently next time? 
Next time I will slow the lesson down, spread out the lesson over two days or writing blocks and provide an example for students. We 
could also create an example together on the learning screen so students can see how they could potentially come up with their own alien. 
There was also a lot of transitions in a short time from the whiteboard to the learning screen, so if I could keep eyes on the learning screen 
that would be great. Also, taking time to correct student’s behaviours and transitions and not be afraid of doing something “wrong”. It’s 
about the learning process and students are right there with me learning! I will continue recapping lessons so students are on the same 
page and encourage students to help with the recap and share with me the next steps of the activity.  

 


