
 Adapted from Wiggins, Grant & J. McTighe (1998)  

WSE LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 
 
 
 
 

Date 
December 9, 2020 

Learning Experience    
“The Mitten” by Jan Brett – Understanding Beginning, 
Middle & End 

Grade Level 
1 

Time in Lesson 40~ minutes Subjects Primary Focus: English Language Arts  Lesson # 3 

Developed by Cassandra Boland, 50065751 

 
SECTION 1.  IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS 

 

 
Learner Outcomes from the Program of Studies 

 

English Language Arts Curriculum – Alberta Education Programs of Study (POS) General Outcomes: 

• General Outcome 1: Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and 
experiences. 

• General Outcome 2: Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and 
critically to “The Mitten” by Jan Brett. 

• General Outcome 4: Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to enhance the clarity and artistry of 
communication. 
 

The Specific Outcomes for this lesson are… 

• 1-1.1: Students will discover & explore the text by analyzing and sharing their individual and collective understanding about 
story components, including a text’s beginning, middle and end.  

• 2-2.2: Students will respond to elements of the text in relation to the real world and their own creativity.  

• 2-2.3: Students will build upon their understanding of story forms, elements and unique writing techniques.  

• 4-4.2: Students will attend to reading and writing conventions and… 

• 4-4.1:…continue to enhance and improve their own expression and understanding in their writing.  

Objective 
 

Assessment Strategies 
 

Based on the Specific Outcomes above, students will learn 
how to express what happens in the beginning, middle & 
end of a story.    
 
By the end of this lesson students will understand the 
conventions and framework of writing a story and build 
upon their individual expression of what they enjoy about 
reading. 

Evidence of learning/development: 

• I will kickstart the lesson by informing students that for this lesson we will be learning 
about the components/framework of a story – the beginning, middle & end.  

• I will access prior learning by asking students if they’ve heard this writing terminology 
before, and if so, can they share their knowledge with other members of the class? 

• I will then ask students if they have any questions about this type of story framework.  
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By the end of this lesson students will have read “The 
Mitten” by Jann Brett, engage in a class discussion about 
the story, write what they believe the beginning, middle & 
end of the story is and share their favourite part of the 
story. 
 
By the end of this lesson students will appreciate that they 
have a better understanding of how stories are written and 
that they can add this to their own writing toolkit. Students 
will also be able to share with the class what matters to 
them in a story and note how it may differ from others.    
 
The Essential Questions for this lesson is how does 
the beginning, middle & end framework shape a story 
and what is your favourite part of the narrative? 

• I will also ask if any students have read “The Mitten” by Jann Brett before and remind 
students that if they have read this story before they can now learn more about the 
characters and the plot of the story. No spoiling the ending for others! 

• Once students complete the activity I will ask if there are any additional questions that 
have come to mind and ask students to share with the group what they have learned in 
this lesson.  

Formative Assessment in Relation to POS Outcomes: 

• Oral Questioning: I will ask questions throughout the lesson to engage students in 
discussion. 

• Observation: Throughout the activity I will observe the students’ work, answer questions 
and promote energy and engagement. 

• Activity/Worksheet: Students will demonstrate their building knowledge by completing a 
worksheet with structured written and expressive components. 

Summative Assessment in Relation to POS Outcomes: 

• Attending to Conventions: Analyze student’s work and look for the use of capitalization, 
punctuation and clear printing.  

• Expression: Are students able to convey meaning for the beginning, middle & end of the 
story? Can they share their favourite part of the story in writing? 

 
Resources 

 
Personalization/Differentiation 

• “The Mitten” by Jann Brett 

• Parts of a Story by Jack Hartmann: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_nePjWXecQ 

• Beginning, Middle & End activity worksheet 

• Pencil 

• Eraser 

• Whiteboard & whiteboard eraser/marker 

I will personalize each student’s learning through these three ways…  

• Encourage students to express their own favourite part of the story to share. 

• Observe students and support them individually in relation to their IPP goals. 

• Create a positive classroom environment that supports 1:1 support, question periods, 
peer engagement and respectful open conversation.  
 

I will differentiate groups of students’ learning through these three ways… 

• Provide varying writing expectations for each student based on their literacy level.  

• Allow students to express and demonstrate their knowledge by providing open 
discussion periods.  

• Providing bumpy paper to students who are developing their fine motor printing skills. 

 
SECTION 2 LESSON PLAN SEQUENCE 

 

 
Introduction 

 

Activate prior knowledge: At the start of class, I will ask students if they have previously learned about story plots and the framework of beginning, middle & end 

of a story. Can anyone share with the class what these writing terms mean? Have they read “The Mitten” before? Do any classmates have a guess from looking at 

the cover what the story may be about? 
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Engage students in the lesson: Play Parts of a Story by Jack Hartmann: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_nePjWXecQread as the lesson hook. Ask students 

what they think the beginning, middle & end of the story are while holding up the book and flipping to the page that matches this part of the story. Who are the 

characters? What is the setting?    

 

How will students learn? Students will participate in the lesson through an “I do. We do. You do” learning approach. “I do” - I will write beginning, middle & end up 

on the whiteboard and write down the student discussion points about these components. Students will be able to use the whiteboard discussion as a prompt for 

their own activity sheet – “We do”. Students will then be able to show their knowledge in an “I do” learning approach, where they will complete the activity sheet and 

individually write their favourite part of the story.  

 

 
Learning/Activity Sequence   

 

 
Teacher Plan 
 

Student Plan  

 
1. Tell the students they will be learning about the beginning, 

middle & end of a story and read “The Mitten” by Jann Brett.  
2. Tell the students they are doing this because it’s important to 

understand the components of writing and reading a story. 
This lesson also provides an opportunity for students to learn 
how to find their favourite part of a story and learn that reading 
is a fun lifelong activity! 

3. Tell the students they will know that they have learned once 
they can identify the b, m & e of a story and share their 
favourite aspect of the story.    

4. Ask students throughout the lesson if they have any questions 
about components of a story or how they can use this 
framework in future reading/writing. Questions will either be 
answered by myself or peers in a safe and open classroom 
environment where questions are encouraged.   

5. Hook students into the lesson with the below video: 
o Parts of a Story by Jack Hartmann: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_nePjWXecQread 
o Flip to the b, m & e of the story (based on student 

choice of where they believe these parts of the story 
exist). Ask students what happens on these pages?  

 

• Students will share any previous knowledge they have about components of a 
story. 

• Students will learn in multimodal ways by engaging with the below:  
o Parts of a Story by Jack Hartmann video 
o “The Mitten” by Jann Brett story  
o Open discussions about the framework of story writing/reading  
o An activity to express their developing understanding 

 

The opportunities for the students to explore the lesson?  

• Using a multimodal and “I do. We do. You do” approach to 
learning, I will support students in exploring through engaging 
videos, a read-aloud, classroom question periods, and a final 
writing activity.  

• Students will be inserting themselves into this lesson by 
sharing their favourite part of the story and noting why it may 
be different than others because every person is unique.  

Explore? 

• Students will be able to ask questions throughout the lesson by raising their 
hand and being reminded that this lesson requires whole body listening.  

• Students will be able to explore the topics covered in this lesson using a 
multimodal approach.  

• Students will personally relate to the lesson by choosing their favourite part of 
the story to share with classmates. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_nePjWXecQread
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_nePjWXecQread
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The opportunities for the students to elaborate on the lesson?  

• Outside of this lesson, students can better understand how 
components of a story may help them understand other stories 
and write their own stories more clearly. It’s important for 
students to understand the joy of reading and writing by 
expressing their favourite parts of a story.  
 

Elaborate? 

• Students will write and verbally express to best demonstrate their 
understanding of the knowledge highlighted in the lesson.  
 

 

The opportunities for the students to self-evaluate their learning 
through Formative Assessment strategies aligned with the Specific 
Outcomes above?  

• Promote the use of inventive spelling and write the correct 
spelling of misspelled words for students to reflect on in the 
future.  

• Encourage self-editing by reminding students to look at the 
word wall and whiteboard.  

• When observing students, work on the pronunciation and 
‘sounding out’ of words. 

• Ask students to read back what they have wrote – when they 
read their spelling do they notice they are missing letters or 
punctuation? 

• Encourage students to take their time when writing and 
illustrating, while also supporting students facing perfectionism 
to focus on the primary task. 

 
 
 

Self-Evaluate? 

• During observation period, students will be encouraged to self-edit their work 
and build upon their vocabulary using inventive spelling.  

• Students will be asked if they notice anything different between their spelling 
and the words written on the board.  

• Students will be reminded that they have a lot of time to finish the activity – it’s 
not a race! 

 

 
Conclusion 

 

 
How will you organize so that students can individually and collectively answer the EQ for this lesson?  

• Each student will be provided an opportunity to be heard and share questions in a culturally responsive classroom environment.  

• Each student will complete their own worksheet activity.  

• Each student will be able to showcase and share their understanding and questions in the class.  
 
How will you organize so that students can show their learning through the L of KWL? 

• Students will discuss their growing knowledge for formative assessment and complete their worksheet for summative assessment.  
 
How will you celebrate the learning that has happened in this lesson?   

• We will use positive and engaging language in the class during open discussions and remind students that their new/developing knowledge can apply to 
future reading/writing inside and outside of the classroom. At the end of the week students will participate in an art activity to display in the hallways for 
other students and classes to see!  

 
 
 

PRE-SERVICE TEACHER SELF-REFLECTION 
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